GOV1 Quality of Government Dataset
GDP per capita & Armed Conflict
Overview
1. 2,782 country-year observations
1. 149 countries
1. Years: 2000–2021
1. Unit of analysis: country-year
Outcomes
Y1 GDP per capita (constant 2015 US dollars)
1. Mean: $14,070
1. Median: $5,171
1. Range: $322 – $112,418
Y2 The country had an armed conflict that year 1=Yes 0=No
The assignment specified "Y2 is whether the country had an armed conflict that year, derived from a UCDP variable, e.g. ucdp_type2 > 0". Two design considerations:
1. ucdp_type2 alone (interstate conflicts) yields only 1.7% positive class. It also captures coalition-membership artifacts (Australia, Canada, etc. participated in Afghanistan/Iraq coalitions) rather than conflict on a country's own soil.
1. ucdp_type3 (internal/intrastate conflicts) yields ~11% positive class and captures civil wars/insurgencies — substantively more meaningful for "the country had an armed conflict that year".
FINAL Y2 definition: 1 if ucdp_type2 > 0 OR ucdp_type3 > 0, 0 otherwise. This is the broadest faithful UCDP-based definition of armed conflict and yields 12.5% positive class (347 country-years).
Note. The first 3 columns of the data are "country", "iso3", "year"
These correspond to the name of the country, the 3-letter country code, and the year of the observation. These variables could be used as identifiers in panel-data analyses (e.g., fixed-effects or country-clustered standard errors), but they are NOT among the X1–X20 predictors. They are provided to make each row unambiguously identifiable.
Source
All variables are taken from the QoG Standard time-series dataset, January 2026 release:
https://www.gu.se/en/quality-government/qog-data/data-downloads/standard-dataset
Suggested citation:
Teorell, Jan, Aksel Sundström, Sören Holmberg, Bo Rothstein, Natalia Alvarado Pachón, Victor Saidi Phiri, Chuwei Chen & Zhen Liu (2026). The Quality of Government Standard Dataset, Version Jan26. University of Gothenburg: The Quality of Government Institute. https://doi.org/10.18157/qogstdjan26
Variable table
	Variable
	QoG variable
	Type
	Description

	Y1
	wdi_gdpcapcon2015
	Numeric
	GDP per capita (constant 2015 US dollars). Source: QoG Standard TS Jan 2026.

	Y2
	ucdp_type2, ucdp_type3
	Binary 0/1
	Armed conflict indicator: coded 1 if the country had at least one interstate or internal armed conflict that year (ucdp_type2 > 0 OR ucdp_type3 > 0); 0 otherwise. Source: UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset via QoG. Class balance: 2,435/347 (12.5% positive).

	X1
	wdi_gdpgr
	Numeric
	Annual GDP growth rate (%)

	X2
	wdi_inflation
	Numeric
	Inflation rate (CPI, annual %)

	X3
	wdi_trade
	Numeric
	Trade (% of GDP)

	X4
	wdi_fdiin
	Numeric
	FDI net inflows (% of GDP)

	X5
	fi_index
	Numeric
	Fraser Economic Freedom Index

	X6
	wdi_oilrent
	Numeric
	Oil rents (% of GDP) — resource channel

	X7
	undp_hdi
	Numeric
	Human Development Index

	X8
	wdi_lifexp
	Numeric
	Life expectancy at birth (years)

	X9
	wdi_internet
	Numeric
	Internet users (% of population)

	X10
	wdi_acel
	Numeric
	Access to electricity (% of population)

	X11
	wdi_pop
	Numeric
	Total population

	X12
	wdi_pop65
	Numeric
	Population aged 65 and above (% of total)

	X13
	wdi_popurb
	Numeric
	Urban population (% of total)

	X14
	top_top10_income_share
	Numeric
	Top 10% income share (inequality)

	X15
	wbgi_gee
	Numeric
	Government Effectiveness (WGI estimate)

	X16
	wbgi_rle
	Numeric
	Rule of Law (WGI estimate)

	X17
	wbgi_pve
	Numeric
	Political Stability & Absence of Violence (WGI)

	X18
	vdem_polyarchy
	Numeric
	V-Dem Electoral Democracy Index

	X19
	ht_region
	Categorical
	Historical region (10 categories)

	X20
	year
	Numeric
	Year (numeric, for time-trend modelling)



Categorical variable coding
X19 (ht_region) Historical region (10 categories):
1 = Eastern Europe & post-Soviet Union;
2 = Latin America;
3 = North Africa & Middle East;
4 = Sub-Saharan Africa;
5 = Western Europe & North America (incl. Australia, NZ);
6 = East Asia;
7 = South-East Asia;
8 = South Asia;
9 = The Pacific;
10 = The Caribbean
Why these explanatory variables?
GDP per capita is the canonical development outcome, correlated with nearly every cross-country structural variable. Armed conflict is driven by poverty, weak institutions, and ethnic/regional factors.
1. Income & development core (X7 HDI, X8 lifexp) X7 r = +0.71 (raw), +0.93 (log). HDI is the strongest single predictor of GDP/cap in log scale.
1. Institutional quality (X15 Gov Effectiveness, X16 Rule of Law) X15 r = +0.82, +0.87 (log). Effective states have stronger economies (Acemoglu-Robinson).
1. Modernization channels (X9 Internet, X13 Urban %) r = +0.67 and +0.60. Modern infrastructure correlates with income.
1. Trade (X3) r = +0.37 — open economies are richer on average, but the relationship is moderate.
1. Democracy (X18) r = +0.48 — democracies tend to be richer. Causality runs in both directions.
1. Inequality (X14 Top 10%) r = −0.47 — unequal countries are poorer.
1. Oil rents (X6) r = +0.01 — essentially zero! Oil rents alone do not predict income because (a) Gulf states are rich + oil-rich while (b) Sub-Saharan African oil exporters are poor + oil-rich. The naive resource-curse story requires region/income controls.
1. Growth rate (X1) r = −0.13 — catching-up emerging economies grow faster than mature high-income economies, generating the modest negative correlation.



10 Historical Regions
All 196 countries by ht_region category (ordered Region 1 to Region 10).
	Region 1 — Eastern Europe & ex-USSR   (n=29)

	Albania
	Hungary
	Russia

	Armenia
	Kazakhstan
	Serbia

	Azerbaijan
	Kyrgyzstan
	Serbia and Montenegro

	Belarus
	Latvia
	Slovakia

	Bosnia & Herzegovina
	Lithuania
	Slovenia

	Bulgaria
	Moldova
	Tajikistan

	Croatia
	Montenegro
	Turkmenistan

	Czech Republic
	N. Macedonia
	Ukraine

	Estonia
	Poland
	Uzbekistan

	Georgia
	Romania
	



	Region 2 — Latin America   (n=20)

	Argentina
	Dominican Rep.
	Nicaragua

	Bolivia
	Ecuador
	Panama

	Brazil
	El Salvador
	Paraguay

	Chile
	Guatemala
	Peru

	Colombia
	Haiti
	Uruguay

	Costa Rica
	Honduras
	Venezuela

	Cuba
	Mexico
	



	Region 3 — North Africa & Middle East   (n=20)

	Algeria
	Jordan
	Saudi Arabia

	Bahrain
	Kuwait
	Syria

	Cyprus
	Lebanon
	Tunisia

	Egypt
	Libya
	Turkey

	Iran
	Morocco
	UAE

	Iraq
	Oman
	Yemen

	Israel
	Qatar
	



	Region 4 — Sub-Saharan Africa   (n=50)

	Angola
	Djibouti
	Madagascar
	Sierra Leone

	Benin
	Equatorial Guinea
	Malawi
	Somalia

	Botswana
	Eritrea
	Mali
	South Africa

	Burkina Faso
	Eswatini (Swaziland)
	Mauritania
	South Sudan

	Burundi
	Ethiopia
	Mauritius
	Sudan

	Cape Verde
	Gabon
	Mozambique
	Sudan

	Cameroon
	Gambia
	Namibia
	Tanzania

	Central African Rep.
	Ghana
	Niger
	Togo

	Chad
	Guinea
	Nigeria
	Uganda

	Comoros
	Guinea-Bissau
	Rwanda
	Zambia

	DR Congo
	Kenya
	São Tomé & Príncipe
	Zimbabwe

	Congo
	Lesotho
	Senegal
	

	Côte d'Ivoire
	Liberia
	Seychelles
	



	Region 5 — Western Europe & N. America   (n=27)

	Andorra
	Greece
	New Zealand

	Australia
	Iceland
	Norway

	Austria
	Ireland
	Portugal

	Belgium
	Italy
	San Marino

	Canada
	Liechtenstein
	Spain

	Denmark
	Luxembourg
	Sweden

	Finland
	Malta
	Switzerland

	France
	Monaco
	United Kingdom

	Germany
	Netherlands
	United States



	Region 6 — East Asia   (n=6)

	China
	South Korea

	Japan
	Mongolia

	N. Korea
	Taiwan



	Region 7 — South-East Asia   (n=11)

	Brunei Darussalam
	Malaysia
	Thailand

	Cambodia
	Myanmar
	Timor-Leste

	Indonesia
	Philippines
	Viet Nam

	Laos
	Singapore
	



	Region 8 — South Asia   (n=8)

	Afghanistan
	Maldives

	Bangladesh
	Nepal

	Bhutan
	Pakistan

	India
	Sri Lanka



	Region 9 — The Pacific   (n=12)

	Fiji
	Nauru
	Solomon Islands

	Kiribati
	Palau
	Tonga

	Marshall Islands
	Papua New Guinea
	Tuvalu

	Micronesia
	Samoa
	Vanuatu



	Region 10 — The Caribbean   (n=13)

	Antigua & Barbuda
	Grenada
	St. Vincent & Gren.

	Bahamas
	Guyana
	Suriname

	Barbados
	Jamaica
	Trinidad & Tobago

	Belize
	St. Kitts & Nevis
	

	Dominica
	St. Lucia
	



